
Discussion Guide for Make Way for Monarchs 
By Carolyn Armstrong 

About the Book 

Make Way for Monarchs follows a heartfelt and adventurous journey into the world 
of monarch butterflies. With environmental themes, homeschooling perspectives, 
and the urgency of conservation, Carolyn Armstrong blends education with 
storytelling, helping readers connect deeply with nature while empowering them to 
make a difference. 

This guide is designed for book clubs, classrooms, and homeschool groups who 
want to dive deeper into the story, its characters, and its message. 

 
Discussion Questions 

1.​ First Impressions​
 

Before starting the book, what were your thoughts about monarch butterflies? Did 
the cover or title give you a hint about what the story might focus on? How did 
your perception change after reading the opening chapters?​
 

2.​ The Twins as Protagonists​
 

The main characters are eleven turning twelve, and their homeschooling gives 
them a unique perspective. How does their age and educational experience shape 
the way they see the world? Do you think their independence and curiosity come 
from being homeschooled, or is it more about their personalities? 

​
 



3.​ The Theme of Conservation 

The plight of monarch butterflies is at the heart of the book. What did you learn 
about monarchs that surprised you the most? Why do you think such a 
recognizable species can still be at risk of disappearing?​
 

4.​ Personal Connection to Nature​
 

Have you ever had a moment with nature (a butterfly, a bird, an animal, a tree) that 
stayed with you the way the monarchs did for the twins? How do personal 
encounters with wildlife change the way we view conservation issues?​
 

5.​ The Role of Family and Support Systems​
 

Throughout the story, family and community support play important roles. How 
does the twins’ family help them feel empowered? Can you think of a time in your 
own life when family or friends gave you the encouragement to take action on 
something important?​
 

6.​ Challenges and Solutions​
 

Monarchs face big challenges, habitat loss, pesticides, and climate issues but the 
solutions offered in the book are surprisingly simple (plant milkweed, avoid 
pesticides, create pollinator gardens). What does this teach us about the power of 
small, consistent actions?​
 

7.​ Children as Changemakers​
 

In Make Way for Monarchs, the kids take the lead in making change happen. Do 
you think young people have a unique ability to inspire others to care about the 



environment? What real-world examples can you think of where children or teens 
sparked big change?​
 

8.​ The Journey Motif​
 

The monarch migration is one of the most fascinating natural journeys in the 
world. How does the author use the migration as a metaphor for the twins’ personal 
journey of growth and discovery?​
 

9.​ Relating the Story to Our Communities​
 

If a group of kids in your community wanted to help pollinators, what resources, 
people, or groups would they need to connect with? How do you see stories like 
this one inspiring real change in local communities?​
 

10.​Lasting Takeaways​
 

When you closed the book, what stayed with you the most, the characters, the 
monarchs, or the message about taking action? How will you personally carry 
forward what you’ve learned from the story?​
 

Activities for Clubs & Classrooms 

1.​ Milkweed Mission : Research where milkweed can be planted locally and 
commit to planting some in your yard, school, or community garden.​
 

2.​ Butterfly Tracker : Use online resources to track the monarch migration 
and chart their journey on a map. Discuss how climate, habitat, and human 
activity affect their path.​
 



3.​ Creative Corner : Write a short story, letter, or journal entry from the 
perspective of a migrating monarch. How does it feel to face the challenges 
of a long migration?​
 

4.​ Community Share : Host a mini-presentation with friends, classmates, or 
family members about what you learned from the book and one simple 
action they can take to help pollinators.​
 

5.​ Art for Action : Create posters, bookmarks, or digital art that celebrate 
monarchs and share them in your school, library, or community center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Monarch Migration Map  

The Monarch Migration Journey​
The map below shows the incredible path monarch butterflies take during their 
yearly migration. Each fall, millions of monarchs travel from the United States and 
Canada all the way to the mountains of central Mexico, where they spend the 
winter. In spring, they begin the journey north again, laying eggs on milkweed 
along the way. 

It’s one of the most amazing migrations in the natural world, and it depends on 
milkweed and safe habitats at every stage. Use this map to trace their journey and 
imagine the challenges monarchs face as they travel thousands of miles. 

​

 

(Map courtesy of The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation) 

 
 



 
Author Spotlight 

Carolyn Armstrong is an award-winning author of the Climate Kid Adventure 
series and a passionate “Imperfect Environmentalist.” Her mission is to inspire 
young readers to care for the planet through storytelling that is both entertaining 
and empowering. 

Learn more at ckabooks.com 

 
Leave a Review 

If you enjoyed Make Way for Monarchs, consider leaving a review on Goodreads 
and Amazon. Reviews help other readers discover the book and keep the 
conversation going. 
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